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INTRODUCTION TO ABRIDGED INDEX MEDICUS 


The Abridged Index Medicus (AIM) is designed to afford 
rapid access to selected biomedical journal literature of im- 
mediate interest to the practicing physician. 


Each issue contains citations from 117 English-language 
journals, representing a subset of one month’s input into the 
National Library of Medicine’s computer-based MEDLARS 
(Medical Literature Analysis and Retrieval System). The selec- 
tion of the journals was made by the Library with guidance from 
a group of consultants consisting of physicians, medical editors, 
and medical librarians. Consideration was given to the quality 
of the journals, usefulness of journal content for the medical 
practitioner, and the need for providing coverage of ali fieids 
of clinical medicine. In some fields, where there are more high- 
quality journals than could be included in the bibliography, 
consideration was given to the availability of the journals to the 
American practitioner. In limiting the size of Abridged Index 
Medicus it was necessary to omit many excellent publications. 
The list of journals indexed will be reviewed periodically and is 
subject to change. On those occasions when a physician’s inter- 
ests require a scanning of the literature that is not contained in 
the Abridged Index Medicus, he may turn to the full Index 
Medicus and to the numerous other bibliographic sources. 


Journal issues do not arrive at the National Library of 
Medicine with perfect regularity, nor is it possible to maintain 
a precise schedule for indexing. Therefore, a given month’s 
Abridged Index Medicus may contain citations to articles from 
more than one issue of a monthly journal, or a journal may 
not be covered in a given issue of AIM. 


USING ABRIDGED INDEX MEDICUS 
Subject Headings 


Input to MEDLARS begins with the indexing of journal 
articles. The content of each article is analyzed and described 
by a group of terms (subject headings) selected from Medical 
Subject Headings (MeSH), the National Library of Medicine’s 
authority list of technical terms. The bibliographic citations in 
Abridged Index Medicus appear under those subject headings. 
An acquaintance with MeSH will help the user of AJM deter- 
mine which specific headings to consult. 


When articles are indexed, the most specific term available 
in MeSH is used. Thus, if an article is concerned with erythro- 
mycin, it would be indexed under that term, rather than the 
broader ANTIBIOTICS. Under the latter term, one would find 
only: (a) articles dealing with antibiotics generally, (b) those 
that deal in a very general way with a large number of named 
antibiotics, or (c) those that deal with specific antibiotics which 
have not been separately listed in MeSH. 


The physician who is interested in one concept may find 
that the broader term is also worth examining for articles of 
possible interest. Although one may be interested primarily in 


antifungal antibiotics, articles on the general subject of anti- 
fungal agents may be useful. 


The physician who wants articles on some aspect of the use 
of antibiotics in pediatric practice would certainly want not only 
general articles that would appear under ANTIBIOTICS, but 
also those concerned with specific antibiotics. 


Monthly issues of Abridged Index Medicus are arranged 
in two sections: Subject Section and Author Section. 


Subject Section 


Each article cited in AJM will be found under several sub- 
ject headings, which represent the central concepts of the article. 
The citation appears in full under each subject heading. Each 
citation contains the following elements, in order: title of article; 
first author (if more than one) or sole author; journal title 
abbreviation; date of issue; volume number; issue, part or sup- 
plement; and inclusive pagination. 


Example: 
Long-term evaluation of chlorambucil plus prednisone in the 


idiopathic nephrotic syndrome of childhood. Williams SA, 
et al. N Engl J Med 1980 Apr 24;302(17):929-33 


The above citation appears under three subject headings: 


CHLORAMBUCIL 
NEPHROTIC SYNDROME 
PREDNISONE 


In the citations, under each of the subject headings, only the 
first author’s name appears. For names of other authors, refer 
to the Author Section. 


Journal titles are abbreviated; the full title may be found 
by reference to the abbreviation listing on the next page. 


Author Section 


References in the Author Section cite all authors’ names: 
title of article; journal title abbreviation; date of issue; volume 
number; issue, part or supplement; and inclusive pagination. 


Example: 

Williams SA, Makker SP, JR, Grupe WE. Long-term 
evaluation of chlorambucil plus prednisone in the idiopathic 
nephrotic syndrome of childhood. N Engl J Med 1980 Apr 
24;302(17):929-33 

Complete citations are printed only under the first author's 
name; other authors’ names are cross-referenced to the first 


author’s name. 


Users of Abridged Index Medicus are invited to send com- 
ments and suggestions to: 
Clifford A. Bachrach, M.D. 
Editor, Index Medicus 
National Library of Medicine 
Bethesda, Maryland 20209 





LIST OF JOURNALS INDEXED 


A 


AJR. AMERICAN JOURNAL OF 
ROENTGENOLOGY (BALTIMORE) 
AJR 


AMERICAN FAMILY PHYSICIAN (KANSAS CITY 
MO) 


Am Fam Physician 


AMERICAN HEART JOURNAL (ST LOUIS) 
Am Heart J 


AMERICAN JOURNAL OF CARDIOLOGY (NEW 
YORK) 
Am J Cardiol 


AMERICAN JOURNAL OF CLINICAL NUTRITION 
(BETHESDA MD) 
Am J Clin Nutr 


AMERICAN JOURNAL OF CLINICAL 
PATHOLOGY (BALTIMORE) 
Am J Clin Pathol 


AMERICAN JOURNAL OF DISEASES OF 
CHILDREN (CHICAGO) 
Am J Dis Child 


AMERICAN JOURNAL OF THE MEDICAL 
SCIENCES (THOROFARE NJ) 
Am J Med Sci 


AMERICAN JOURNAL OF MEDICINE (NEW 


AMERICAN JOURNAL OF NURSING (NEW 
YORK) 
Am J Nurs 


AMERICAN JOURNAL OF OBSTETRICS AND 
GYNECOLOGY (ST LOUIS) 
Am J Obstet Gynecol 


AMERICAN JOURNAL OF OPHTHALMOLOGY 
Am J Ophthalmol 


AMERICAN JOURNAL OF PATHOLOGY 
(PHILADELPHIA) 
Am J Pathol 


AMERICAN JOURNAL OF PHYSICAL MEDICINE 
(BALTIMORE) 
Am J Phys Med 


AMERICAN JOURNAL OF PSYCHIATRY 
(WASHINGTON) 
Am J Psychiatry 


AMERICAN JOURNAL OF PUBLIC HEALTH 
(WASHINGTON) 
Am J Public Health 


AMERICAN JOURNAL OF SURGERY (NEW 
YORK) 
Am J Surg 


AMERICAN JOURNAL OF TROPICAL MEDICINE 
AND HYGIENE (BALTIMORE) 
Am J Trop Med Hyg 


AMERICAN REVIEW OF RESPIRATORY DISEASE 
(NEW YORK) 
Am Rev Respir Dis 


ANAESTHESIA (LONDON) 
Anaesthesia 


ANESTHESIA AND ANALGESIA (CLEVELAND 
OH) 
Anesth Analg (Cleve) 


ANESTHESIOLOGY (PHILADELPHIA) 
Anesthesiology 


ANNALS OF INTERNAL MEDICINE 
(PHILADELPHIA) 
Ann Intern Med 


ANNALS OF OTOLOGY, RHINOLOGY AND 
LARYNGOLOGY (ST LOUIS) 
Ann Otol Rhinol Laryngol 


ANNALS OF SURGERY (PHILADELPHIA) 
Ann Surg 


ANNALS OF THORACIC SURGERY (BOSTON) 
Ann Thorac Surg 


ARCHIVES OF DERMATOLOGY (CHICAGO) 
Arch Dermatol 


ARCHIVES OF DISEASE IN CHILDHOOD 
(LONDON) 
Arch Dis Child 


ARCHIVES OF ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH 
(WASHINGTON) 
Arch Environ Health 


ARCHIVES OF GENERAL PSYCHIATRY 
(CHICAGO) 
Arch Gen Psychiatry 


ARCHIVES OF INTERNAL MEDICINE (CHICAGO) 
Arch Intern Med 


ARCHIVES OF NEUROLOGY (CHICAGO) 
Arch Neurol 


ARCHIVES OF OPHTHALMOLOGY (NEW YORK) 
Arch Ophthalmol 


ARCHIVES OF OTOLARYNGOLOGY (CHICAGO) 
Arch Otolaryngol 


ARCHIVES OF PATHOLOGY AND LABORATORY 
MEDICINE (CHICAGO) 
Arch Pathol Lab Med 


ARCHIVES OF PHYSICAL MEDICINE AND 
REHABILITATION (CHICAGO) 
Arch Phys Med Rehabil 


ARCHIVES OF SURGERY (CHICAGO) 
Arch Surg 


ARTHRITIS AND RHEUMATISM (ATLANTA GA) 
Arthritis Rheum 


B 
BLOOD (NEW YORK) 
Blood 


BRAIN (LONDON) 
Brain 


BRITISH HEART JOURNAL (LONDON) 
Br Heart J 


BRITISH JOURNAL OF OBSTETRICS AND 
GYNAECOLOGY (LONDON) 
Br J Obstet Gynaecol 


BRITISH JOURNAL OF RADIOLOGY (LONDON) 
Br J Radiol 


BRITISH JOURNAL OF SURGERY (BRISTOL) 
Br J Surg 


C 
CA (NEW YORK) 
CA 


CANADIAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION JOURNAL 
(OTTAWA) 
Can Med Assoc J 


CANCER (PHILADELPHIA) 
Cancer 


CHEST (CHICAGO) 
Chest 


CIRCULATION (NEW YORK) 
Circulation 


CLINICAL ORTHOPAEDICS AND RELATED 
RESEARCH (PHILADELPHIA) 
Clin Orthop 


CLINICAL PEDIATRICS (PHILADELPHIA) 
Clin Pediatr (Phila) 


CLINICAL PHARMACOLOGY AND 
THERAPEUTICS (ST LOUIS) 
Clin Pharmacol Ther 


CLINICAL TOXICOLOGY (NEW YORK) 
Clin Toxicol 


CRITICAL CARE MEDICINE (NEW YORK) 
Crit Care Med 


CURRENT PROBLEMS IN SURGERY (CHICAGO) 
Curr Probl Surg 


D 


DIABETES (NEW YORK) 
Diabetes 


DIGESTIVE DISEASES AND SCIENCES (NEW 
YORK) 
Dig Dis Sci 

DM. DISEASE-A-MONTH (CHICAGO) 
DM 


E 


ENDOCRINOLOGY (PHILADELPHIA) 
Endocrinology 


G 


GASTROENTEROLOGY (BALTIMORE) 
Gastroenterology 


GERIATRICS (NEW YORK) 
Geriatrics 


GUT (LONDON) 
Gut 


H 


HEART AND LUNG (ST LOUIS) 
Heart Lung 


HOSPITAL PRACTICE (NEW YORK) 
Hosp Pract 


HOSPITALS (CHICAGO) 
Hospitals 


J 


JAMA. JOURNAL OF THE AMERICAN 
MEDICAL ASSOCIATION (CHICAGO) 
JAMA 


JOURNAL OF ALLERGY AND CLINICAL 
IMMUNOLOGY (ST LOUIS) 
J Allergy Clin Immunol 


JOURNAL OF THE AMERICAN DIETETIC 
ASSOCIATION (CHICAGO) 
J Am Diet Assoc 


JOURNAL OF BONE AND JOINT SURGERY. 
AMERICAN VOLUME (BOSTON) 
J Bone Joint Surg [Am] 


JOURNAL OF BONE AND JOINT SURGERY. 
BRITISH VOLUME (LONDON) 
J Bone Joint Surg [Br] 


JOURNAL OF CLINICAL ENDOCRINOLOGY AND 
METABOLISM (PHILADELPHIA) 
J Clin Endocrinol Metab 


JOURNAL OF CLINICAL INVESTIGATION (NEW 
HAVEN CT) 
J Clin Invest 


JOURNAL OF CLINICAL PATHOLOGY 
(LONDON) 
J Clin Pathol 


JOURNAL OF FAMILY PRACTICE (NEW YORK) 
J Fam Pract 


JOURNAL OF GERONTOLOGY (WASHINGTON) 
J Gerontol 


JOURNAL OF IMMUNOLOGY (BALTIMORE) 
J Immunol 


JOURNAL OF INFECTIOUS DISEASES 


(CHICAGO) 
J Infect Dis 





LIST OF JOURNALS INDEXED 


JOURNAL OF LABORATORY AND CLINICAL 
MEDICINE (ST LOUIS) 
J Lab Clin Med 


JOURNAL OF LARYNGOLOGY AND OTOLOGY 
(LONDON) 
J Laryngol Otol 


JOURNAL OF MEDICAL EDUCATION (CHICAGO) 
J Med Educ 


JOURNAL OF NERVOUS AND MENTAL DISEASE 
(BALTIMORE) 
J Nerv Ment Dis 


JOURNAL OF NEUROSURGERY (BALTIMORE) 
J Neurosurg 


JOURNAL OF NURSING ADMINISTRATION 
(BILLERICA MA) 
J Nurs Adm 


JOURNAL OF ORAL SURGERY (CHICAGO) 
J Oral Surg 


JOURNAL OF PEDIATRICS (ST LOUIS) 
J Pediatr 


JOURNAL OF THORACIC AND 
CARDIOVASCULAR SURGERY (ST LOUIS) 
J Thorac Cardiovasc Surg 


JOURNAL OF TRAUMA (BALTIMORE) 
J Trauma 


JOURNAL OF UROLOGY (BALTIMORE) 
J Urol 


L 


LANCET (LONDON) 
Lancet 


M 


MAYO CLINIC PROCEEDINGS (ROCHESTER MN) 
Mayo Clin Proc 


MEDICAL CLINICS OF NORTH AMERICA 
(PHILADELPHIA) 
Med Clin North Am 


MEDICAL LETTER ON DRUGS AND 
THERAPEUTICS (NEW ROCHELLE NY) 
Med Lett Drugs Ther 


MEDICINE (BALTIMORE) 
Medicine (Baltimore) 


N 


NEUROLOGY (NEW YORK) 
Neurology (NY) 
NEW ENGLAND JOURNAL OF MEDICINE 


(BOSTON) 
N Engl J Med 


NURSING CLINICS OF NORTH AMERICA 
(PHILADELPHIA) 
Nurs Clin North Am 


NURSING OUTLOOK (NEW YORK) 
Nurs Outlook 


NURSING RESEARCH (NEW YORK) 
Nurs Res 


O 


OBSTETRICS AND GYNECOLOGY (NEW YORK) 
Obstet Gynecol 


ORTHOPEDIC CLINICS OF NORTH AMERICA 
(PHILADELPHIA) 
Orthop Clin North Am 


P 


PEDIATRIC CLINICS OF NORTH AMERICA 
(PHILADELPHIA) 
Pediatr Clin North Am 


PEDIATRICS (EVANSTON IL) 
Pediatrics 


PHYSICAL THERAPY (NEW YORK) 
Phys Ther 


PLASTIC AND RECONSTRUCTIVE SURGERY 
(BALTIMORE) 
Plast Reconstr Surg 


POSTGRADUATE MEDICINE (MINNEAPOLIS 
MN) 


Postgrad Med 


PROGRESS IN CARDIOVASCULAR DISEASES 
(NEW YORK) 
Prog Cardiovasc Dis 


PUBLIC HEALTH REPORTS (HYATTSVILLE MD) 
Public Health Rep 


R 


RADIOLOGIC CLINICS OF NORTH AMERICA 
(PHILADELPHIA) 
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Arch Intern Med 1982 Jan;142(1):26-7 
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survey. Parrish DM, et al. J Nurs Adm 1981 Apr;11(4):40-5 


PROFESSIONAL STAFF 
COMMITTEES 


Establishing a nursing legislation subcommittee. Underly N, 
et al. Nurs Outlook 1981 Dec;29(12):717-9 


PROGESTATIONAL HORMONES 


they provide 


et al. South Med J 1981 Dec; 


Estrogen plus progestin in postmenopausal women [editorial] 
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Whitehead MI, et al. N Engl J Med 1981 Dec 31; 
305(27): 1599-605 


PROGESTATIONAL HORMONES, 
SYNTHETIC 


The biological actions and metabolism of 6 
alpha—-methylprogesterone: a progestin that mimics 
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Calzetti S, et al. Lancet 1981 Nov 28;2(8257):1227 


PROPIONATES 


Propionic acidemia: a clinical update. Wolf B, et al. 
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Anesth Analg (Cleve) 1982 Jan;61(1):10-4 

The preferential deposition of inhaled isoproterenol and 
propranolol in asthmatic patients. Ruffin RE, et al. 
Chest 1981 Dec;80(6 Suppl):904-7 

Superiority of verapamil to propranolol in stable angina 
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Lithium therapy for cocaine-induced psychosis: a clinical 
perspective. Scott ME, et al. South Med J 1981 Dec; 
74(12):1475-7 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


Lecithin and memory training in suspected Alzheimer’s 
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